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Two primary examples: SDSS & LSST



Basic Research

* State-of-the-art project design, equipment, data
collection, databases, and analytic tools are not
standardized and always under repair.

* Stable equipment, data, and analytic tools are
used to calibrate backgrounds against which new
kinds of data can be recognized and the long
process of data evaluation can proceed.

* Basic research communities know how to build
knowledge in the context of this mixture of
stability and instability in design, equipment,
data, and analysis. They develop different
approaches to answering shared questions.
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Variation in Astronomy Research Practices

Types of Observatories:

Ground & Space

Data Deposit Sites:
Facilities & Desktops

Investigators based at:
Universities,

Observatories, &

Space Research Facilities
Funding sources:

Govt agencies

Private foundations

Topic & Forms of Inquiry:
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Findings: Building Trust in Data
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Women and Minority Astronomers
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Collaborators
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3 Graduate Student Research Assistants
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